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The Maguire Chapel which is located on the
highest peak in the center of St. Joseph Ceme-
tery was built in 1927. The Chapel underwent
numerous renovations last year including repair

of the roof and interior painting.

The Fitzpatrick Chapel located at Holyhood
Cemetery in Brookline is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and was dedicated in
1862, a few years after Holyhood Cemetery
was established. In the early years the base-
ment vault which includes about 40 crypts was
used to store remains in the winter months
pending interment. Until about 1967 the Chap-
el was used for the Annual Memorial Day Mass.
Since then the Mass has been held outdoors as
the Chapel could no longer accommodate the
large numbers attending. Extensive repairs for
the Chapel are planned for the upcoming year

and include windows and exterior masonry.

Both Chapels are available for committal ser-
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vices in lieu of services at graveside and can
accommodate between 30 and 50 people. This
is particularly helpful when the grave is not
easily accessed by family members especially

during bad weather.

Last year Mass was celebrated by a local priest
at both Chapels during November around Vet-
erans Day. Rev. Bobby LeBlanc of Saint Mary’s
Parish in Brookline was the celebrant at both
masses. We hope to continue this tradition
this year.
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Web Site

Information regarding our
history, services, regulations,
hours of operation, lot sales,
genealogy, and directions, is
available at

www.holyhood.com

Phone 617-327-1010
Fax 617-327-0526
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The year 2023 has started
with a very positive outlook.
Memorial Day Mass is sched-
uled for Monday, May 29,
2023 at St Joseph’s Cemetery
10 am and Holyhood at 9 am.
The winter months were
very mild this year allowing
our crews and staff the ability
to prepare the grounds with
an early start. Hopefully the
good weather will continue
and we will be ready for Me-

morial Day.

The Association continues to
be financially strong and will

schedule a number of Capital

Letter from the President

Projects for 2023. The
Board is currently reviewing
plans for the addition of 250
grave sites in the Field of St.
Anthony. A major upgrade
to the Association computer
system and cemetery soft-
ware will be completed over
the next 6 months. This will
allow staff the ability to serve
our families continued quality
daily service. Road repair
and tree removal and re-
planting will continue through
out the year. This is our

| 4th edition newsletter and

is meant to convey a message

Holyhood Employee Retires

Judy Bourque has retired from the Associ-
ation on April |, 2023 after 20 years of
service. Judy assisted with the implemen-
tation of the original cemetery software.
Retirement will now afford her the oppor-
tunity to enjoy and spend time with family
especially her grandchildren. We would
like to thank Judy for her many years of
dedicated service to Holyhood and we

wish her well on her retirement.

Cemetery Wildlife
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of accomplishment and plan
for the future year 2023.
The Board thanks you and
looks forward to another
successful year.

Sincerely,

PN

George A. McLaughlin, IlI

President

Photographs submitted by local

photographer, Paul Treseler
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Cemetery Decoration Guidelines

Decorating a loved one’s gravesite is part of
personalizing their memorial and remember-
ing them. It provides many families comfort
and makes the grieving process easier for
them. Christmas and Holiday decorations
placed on graves shall be removed beginning
January |5th. Veterans flags placed on the
grave for Memorial Day will be removed
after July 4th weekend. The Cemetery can-
not assume any liability for damage due to

weather or items that interfere with the

cemetery’s lawn care or other maintenance

procedures.

Cremation Burial Requirements

How do | schedule a Cremation Interment?
Please call the office by 10:00 am one day
prior to the burial. Our staff will take the
required information over the phone includ-
ing legal name of deceased, address, age, date
of death, location of grave to be opened for
burial, family member requesting burial, ad-
dress, telephone number and relationship to
deceased. Cremation burials are scheduled
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm and
for an additional fee Saturday 8:00 am to
12:00 noon.

Do | need to purchase an urn or vault? Yes,
the cemetery requires a permanent container
which can be purchased from your funeral
director. Cremations are released from the
crematory in a temporary container which is
not suitable for burial. A cremation liner can
be purchased from the cemetery. This con-
tainer is a basic white container which can be
sealed by cemetery personnel on the day of

burial.

What paperwork will be required by the
Cemetery! Interment order signed by the
owner or a direct heir to the owner. Crema-
tion certificate released from the crematory
with the cremation and sometimes taped to
the cremation. Payment for the burial fee
(Check, Cash or Credit Card).

What to expect the day of burial? The fami-

“Find a Loved One”

feature is now

available for St.

ly is asked to gather at the cemetery office

Joseph Cemetery

located at the main entrance at 990 La-
Grange Street |5 minutes before the sched- at
uled time. If the burial is taking place at Hol-
yhood Cemetery the family will gather at
the entrance of Holyhood located at 584 www.holyhood.com
Heath Street in Brookline, MA. When the

family is present and paperwork completed

you will be led to the grave in procession.
The grave will be dressed and a table will be
set up to accommodate the cremation urn.
Once the family has completed the graveside
service the urn will be placed in the pre-

pared burial spot.

| already have a grave at the cemetery, how
many cremations are allowed in a grave!?
Most graves at St. Joseph Cemetery can
accommodate 2 cremations in addition to 2
full casket burials. To request information
on a specific grave please call the office at

617-327-1010. Page 3
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Memorial Day
masses are

longstanding

traditions at both St
Reverend John Connolly, St. Theresa of Avila

The annual Memorial Day Mass has returned to St. Joseph Cemetery after being cancelled
for two years due to pandemic restrictions. We are pleased to welcome back the family
and friends of loved ones buried at St. Joseph’s and Holyhood. The Mass honors men and
and Holyhood women who died while serving in the US armed forces and recognizes military veterans
and active-duty military personnel serving our country. The |0 am Mass at St. Joseph’s was
celebrated by Reverend John Connolly and his staff of St. Theresa of Avila. Father Jack
Ahern of St. Gregory Parish celebrated the 9 am Mass at Holyhood Cemetery.

Joseph Cemetery

Cemetery

Memorial Day Holyhood Cemetery 2022
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Dennis Coogan

Dennis has been with the Association for
34 years. He prides himself with the
interaction he has developed over the
years with the Funeral Directors and his
coworkers. Dennis always remains posi-
tive throughout the day and always keeps
his sense of humor. If you ask him what
he looks forward to in years to come his

reply would be sunny Florida.

Government Marker—General Information

The Department of Veterans Affairs fur-
nishes upon request, at no charge to the
applicant, a Government marker for the
unmarked grave of any deceased eligible
Veteran in any cemetery, regardless of their

date of death. The cemetery is a

A Government-furnished marker may be

provided for eligible Veterans who died on place for meditation

or after Nov. I, 1990 and whose grave is Flat Granite Government Marker

. , and prayer, hallowed
marked with a privately purchased head-

filled out and sent to the cemetery office

stone. with a copy of the DD214 (Discharge by symbols of our faith
A flat granite marker is permitted by Holy- Papers) and a $150 administrative fee.

hood Cemetery Association in both St. The Office Staff will submit the paper- and our devotion in the
Joseph Cemetery and Holyhood Cemetery. work and accept delivery of the marker

Applications for government markers can and cemetery personnel will place the memory of those who
be found on line, on our website and in the marker at the foot of the grave where the )

office at St, Joseph’s. The application can be veteran is buried. rest in eternal peace.

Holyhood Welcomes Two New Employees

Caroline Morales has recently joined the Administrative Staff and is in the process of being
trained. Caroline has past experience in an office environment and is a welcome addition
just in time for the new cemetery software rollout.

Peter Bona has recently joined the Association as Assistant to the Directors of Opera-
tions. This position requires him to work directly with the grounds crew , office staff and

funeral directors.

The Board of Directors welcomes both employees and wishes them a rewarding career
with Holyhood Cemetery Association.
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St. Joseph Cemetery
& Holyhood Cemetery

990 LaGrange Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Phone: 617-327-1010
Fax: 617-327-0526

Website: www.holyhood.com

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm

The gates of the cemeteries are open
7 days per week from 8:00 am to
7:00 pm and in winter 8:00 am to

5:00 pm
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The Association continues to be financially strong and makes every attempt to provide families
and loved ones with everyday quality service. The Board approved master plans and strategic
costs. This is very important but cannot be accomplished without the cooperation of a very
dedicated staff and work force.

Our staff and Board of Directors thank our churches, families, monument dealers and funeral
directors for their support and understanding throughout the year. We encourage you to

follow our web page, and call with requests or constructive suggestions.

Sincerely,

A. Thomas DeMaio,

General Manager

“The A-Team should consist of every employee of the cemetery, because we are only
as strong as our weakest link” - John Toule

Holyhood Cemetery Association
990 LaGrange Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132



