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Holyhood Cemetery Association Board of Di-

rectors has made a strong commitment to con-

tinuing capital improvement projects.  This 

includes upgrades to roadways, expansion 

where possible, tree planting, landscape and 

irrigation improvements, chapel and facility 

upgrades as needed.  This is accomplished to 

make the cemetery grounds safe and beautiful 

for families and loved ones to visit.   

St. Joseph’s Cemetery continues with the Capi-

tal Project upgrade of the Field of St. Anthony.  

This beautifully landscaped area has been en-

hanced with stone walls, trees, and 160 new 

granite cremation niches placed on a paved 

patio area.  In addition, the project will provide 

250 lawn crypt graves.  Landscaped walkways 

will provide beauty and a tranquil setting for 

access to the area.  Improvement to the street 

area consists of a turnaround area for easier 

access.  All graves and niches will be available 

for purchase by mid-summer 2024.  The full 

burial graves include a concrete liner which can 

accommodate two casket burials and an addi-

tional two cremations.  The niche columbarium 

units will accommodate two urns and have a 

dimension of 12” x 12” x 12”.  These are en-

hanced with a black polished granite door 

which can be inscribed with the loved ones 

name. 
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FIELD OF ST. ANTHONY EXPANSION 
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The year 2024 has a favora-

ble outlook.  Spring has 

sprung and our staff and 

crews have been working 

diligently on the grounds 

beautifying every square inch. 

We have started to see more 

visitors who frequently pay 

their respects, or simply en-

joy walking the cemetery 

grounds regularly during the 

spring and summer seasons. 

The annual Memorial Day 

Mass will be held Monday, 

May 27th at 10:00 am at St. 

Joseph Cemetery and 9:00 

am at Holyhood Cemetery. 

The Association is financially 

strong.  Capital Projects are 

underway.  In the Field of St 

Anthony, 250 new graves are 

nearing completion.  In the 

office, new cemetery soft-

ware was implemented and a 

new website is nearing com-

pletion.  Road repair, tree 

removal and replanting will 

continue all year long. 

This is our 15th edition 

newsletter and its purpose is 

to convey a message of ac-

complishment and share our 

plans for the year.  The 

Board thanks you and looks 

forward to another success-

ful year.   

Sincerely, 

George A. McLaughlin, III 

President 

Letter from the President 
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After 30 years of service, Pamela Muirhead 

retired from Holyhood Cemetery Associa-

tion in 2024.  Most recently, she spear-

headed the implementation and smooth 

transition of cemetery software, trained 

new administrative staff, and helped Kathie 

settle into her new role taking over much 

of Pam’s former duties.  Over the course 

of her longstanding career at Holyhood, 

Pam wore many hats and she will be dearly 

missed for her reliability, her empathy and 

her sense of humor.  We extend our 

heartfelt appreciation to Pam for her dedi-

cation and tireless service and congratulate 

her on her retirement.  Job well done!  

Wishing Pam the very best in all future 

endeavors. 

Web Site 

Information regarding our 

history, services, regulations, 

hours of operation, lot sales, 

genealogy, and directions, is 

available at 

www.holyhood.com 

Phone 617-327-1010 

Fax 617-327-0526 

Holyhood Employee Retires 
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Cemetery Decoration 

“Find a Loved One” 

feature is now 

available for St. 

Joseph Cemetery 

at 

www.holyhood.com 
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How do I schedule a Cremation Interment?

Please call the office by 10:00 am one day 

prior to the burial.  Our staff will take the 

required information over the phone includ-

ing legal name of deceased, address, age, date 

of death, location of grave to be opened for 

burial, family member requesting burial, ad-

dress, telephone number and relationship to 

deceased.  Cremation burials are scheduled 

Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm and 

for an additional fee Saturday 8:00 am to 

12:00 noon.   

Do I need to purchase an urn or vault?   Yes, 

the cemetery requires a permanent container 

which can be purchased from your funeral 

director.  Cremations are released from the 

crematory in a temporary container which is 

not suitable for burial.  A cremation liner can 

be purchased from the cemetery.  This con-

tainer is a basic white container which can be 

sealed by cemetery personnel on the day of 

burial.  

What paperwork will be required by the 

Cemetery?  Interment order signed by the 

owner or a direct heir to the owner.  Crema-

tion certificate released from the crematory 

with the cremation and sometimes taped to 

the cremation.  Payment for the burial fee 

(Check, Cash or Credit Card). 

What to expect the day of burial?   The fami-

Decorating a loved one’s gravesite is part of 

personalizing their memorial and remember-

ing them.  It provides many families comfort 

and makes the grieving process easier for 

them.  Christmas and Holiday decorations 

placed on graves shall be removed beginning 

January 15th.  Veterans flags placed on the 

grave for Memorial Day will be removed 

after July 4th weekend.  The Cemetery can-

not assume any liability for damage due to 

weather or items that interfere with the 

ly is asked to gather at the cemetery office 

located at the main entrance at 990 La-

Grange Street 15 minutes before the sched-

uled time.  If the burial is taking place at Hol-

yhood Cemetery the family will gather at 

the entrance of Holyhood located at 584 

Heath Street in Brookline, MA.  When the 

family is present and paperwork completed 

you will be led to the grave in procession.  

The grave will be dressed and a table will be 

set up to accommodate the cremation urn.  

Once the family has concluded the graveside 

service the urn will be placed in the pre-

pared burial spot.   

I already have a grave at the cemetery, how 

many cremations are allowed in a grave?  

Most graves at St. Joseph Cemetery can 

accommodate 2 cremations in addition to 2 

full casket burials.  To request information 

on a specific grave please call the office at 

617-327-1010.    

Cremation Burial Requirements 

cemetery’s lawn care or other maintenance 

procedures.   
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St Joseph’s Cemetery held there annual Memorial Day Mass on Monday, May 29th.  The 

Mass honors men and women who died while serving in the US armed forces and recog-

nizes military veterans and active-duty military personnel serving our country.  The weath-

er was perfect and the grounds were beautiful.  The 10 am Mass at St. Joseph’s was cele-

brated by Reverend John Connolly and his staff of St. Theresa of Avila.  Father Jack Ahern 

of St. Gregory Parish celebrated the 9 am Mass at Holyhood.   

Memorial Day Mass 2023 

Memorial Day 

masses are 

longstanding 

traditions at both St 

Joseph Cemetery 

and Holyhood 

Cemetery 
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Memorial Day St. Joseph’s Cemetery 2023 

Memorial Day Holyhood Cemetery 2023 

Tom DeMaio, General Manager and Rick 

Stinson, Board Member 

Sarah Mitchell, Cantor and Brandon San-

tini, Musician  
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The cemetery is a 

place for meditation 

and prayer, hallowed 

by symbols of our faith 

and our devotion in the 

memory of those who 

rest in eternal peace. 
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Government Marker—General Information 
The Department of Veterans Affairs fur-

nishes upon request, at no charge to the 

applicant, a Government marker for the 

unmarked grave of any deceased eligible 

Veteran in any cemetery, regardless of their 

date of death. 

A Government-furnished marker may be 

provided for eligible Veterans who died on 

or after Nov. 1, 1990 and whose grave is 

marked with a privately purchased head-

stone.   

A flat granite marker is permitted by Holy-

hood Cemetery Association in both St. 

Joseph Cemetery and Holyhood Cemetery.    

Applications for government markers can 

be found on line, on our website and in the 

office at St. Joseph’s.  The application can be  

Flat Granite Government Marker 

filled out and sent to the cemetery office 

with a copy of the DD214 (Discharge 

Papers) and a $150 administrative fee.  

The Office Staff will submit the paper-

work and accept delivery of the marker 

and cemetery personnel will place the 

marker at the foot of the grave where the 

veteran is buried.   

Holyhood Welcomes New Employee 

Robyn LaFrance joined the Administrative Staff November 1, 2023.  Most recently she 

worked in behavioral health at Boston Children’s Hospital.  Prior to that, her professional 

experience includes 10 years as the Services Coordinator for Mayor Joseph C. Sullivan, and 

several years as Executive Assistant and Office Manager for the South Shore Chamber of 

Commerce.   

The Board of Directors welcomes Robyn and wishes her a rewarding career with Holy-

hood Cemetery Association.  

Holyhood Cemetery Website 

The Holyhood Cemetery Association website receives a facelift.  We hope the new web-

site will have information to assist customers wanting to learn more about the cemeteries.  

One of the main focus points of the new site will be our Annual Memorial Day Services.  

Another helpful area of the site will be local resources where we have listed monument 

dealers, churches, funeral homes and nearby restaurants.   
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Office Hours 

Monday - Friday  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday  8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

The gates of the cemeteries are open 

7 days per week from 8:00 am to 

7:00 pm and in winter 8:00 am to 

5:00 pm 

St. Joseph Cemetery  
& Holyhood Cemetery 

990 LaGrange Street 

West Roxbury, MA  02132 

Phone:  617-327-1010 

Fax:  617-327-0526 

Website:  www.holyhood.com 

Holyhood Cemetery Association 

990 LaGrange Street 

West Roxbury, MA  02132 

“The A-Team should consist of every employee of the cemetery, because we are only 

as strong as our weakest link” - John Toule 

The Association continues to be financially strong and makes every attempt to provide families 

and loved ones with everyday quality customer service.  The Board approves master plans and 

strategic costs which is very important but cannot be accomplished without the cooperation of 

a very dedicated staff and work force.   

Our staff and Board of Directors thank our churches, families, monument dealers and funeral 

directors for their support and understanding throughout the year.  We encourage you to 

follow our web page, and call with requests or constructive suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

A. Thomas DeMaio,  

General Manager 

 


