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Honoring the Retirement of Thomas DeMaio

After |5 years of dedicated leadership, Thomas
DeMaio, General Manager of the Holyhood
Cemetery Association, retired. The Board of
Directors extends its heartfelt gratitude for
Tom’s unwavering commitment and the signifi-
cant impact he has made throughout his tenure.
His leadership has not only ensured the smooth
day-to-day operations of our cemeteries but
has also driven numerous improvements that

will leave a lasting legacy.

Among his many accomplishments, Tom over-
saw the total restoration of the Fitzpatrick
Chapel, a vital historic landmark. His efforts in
landscape and infrastructure enhancements
included a comprehensive tree replacement
initiative and the development of new crypt
graves and a dedicated cremation burial section
at Holyhood Cemetery.

At St. Joseph Cemetery, Tom spearheaded the
much-needed modernization of the Maguire
Chapel, which now features a new energy-
efficient heating and cooling system and a fully
replaced roof. Additionally, key building and
technology upgrades were implemented in the
Davis Administration Building and the rental
property at 64| Baker Street. Under his leader-
ship, critical improvements were made to the
storage barn area, and an essential bridge res-

toration project was successfully completed.

Further expanding burial options, Tom played a
pivotal role in the design and development of
Chapel Hill IV, a new section dedicated to both
in-ground and above-ground cremation burials
behind the Maguire Chapel. He also led the

completion of the Field of St. Anthony Il and
IV capital projects, which added crypt graves
and additional cremation burial spaces in the

main cemetery.

Many of these major capital projects were car-
ried out while navigating the unprecedented
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic—a peri-
od that profoundly affected both daily life and
the cemetery industry. Tom’s steady leadership
during this time ensured that the Holyhood
Cemetery Association continued to operate
with the highest level of service and care for

the families we serve.

Equally important was Tom’s dedication to
fostering and strengthening relationships with
families, funeral directors, and the broader
West Roxbury and greater Boston community.
His genuine commitment to service and com-
munity engagement has left an indelible mark

on our organization.

We extend our deepest appreciation to Tom
for his years of leadership, dedication, and
friendship. As he embarks on this well-earned

retirement, we wish him health, happiness, and

fulfillment in the years ahead.
_'\ =




St . Joseph Cemetery & Holyhood Cemetery

NEWS

Website

Information regarding our
history, services, regulations,
hours of operation, lot sales,
genealogy, and directions, is
available at

holyhood.com

Phone 617-327-1010
Fax 617-327-0526
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This is our |6th edition
newsletter and its purpose is
to convey a message of ac-
complishment and to share
with you our plans for the

year.

Despite the economic envi-
ronment, the Association
remains financially strong.
Operating costs continue to
be monitored due to in-
creased costs for basic sup-

plies.

A. Thomas DeMaio retired as
General Manager after 15
years of outstanding service.
James McGonagle, former
Commissioner of Public
Works for the Town of
Newton, assumed the posi-
tion of General Manager in

January of this year.

St Joseph Cemetery has ex-
panded graves in the St. Mi-
chael, Section B area, along
the scenic Saw Mill Brook.

Approximately 50 graves

Letter from the President

were added in this area.

Each grave can accommodate
2 casket burials and 2 crema-
tion burials. If you would like
more information on this
section, please stop by the
office or call to make an ap-

pointment with an advisor.

The entrance doors to the
Davis Administration building
are scheduled to be replaced
this Spring as well as some
repairs on the roof at the
Maguire Chapel and the Fitz-
patrick Chapel.

In Holyhood Cemetery we
are continuing with removing
and replacing the shrubs
along Gethsemane Ave. The
shrubs are overgrown and a
new landscape plan has been
established to open up the
area and enhance its beauty.

The Board held four regular
meetings, two were held

virtually and two were at-
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tended. Finance and Ceme-
tery Committees conducted
4 meetings. Select commit-
tees were formed and re-

ported as required.

The annual Memorial Day
Mass will be held Monday,
May 26th at 10:00 am at St.
Joseph Cemetery and 9:00
am at Holyhood Cemetery.

We look forward to seeing
many families there—familiar

faces and new faces.

The Board thanks you and
looks forward to another
successful year.

Sincerely,

George A. Mclaughlin, IlI

President

Holyhood Welcomes New General Manager

We are pleased to announce the hiring of James McGonagle as our new General Manager.
Jim recently served as the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, City of New-

ton, for nearly a decade. He was credited with helping to lead the City of Newton through

a major infrastructure investment period that included revitalized village squares and con-

verting the municipal fleet to electric vehicles.

Jim led a team that transformed the public works department operations by introducing in-

novative ideas to public works services that city residents, businesses and visitors rely on

every day, seamlessly and without interruption.

The creation and implementation of a comprehensive transportation network improvement
plan and sustainable materials management in trash, recycling and composting are two of the
new approaches that Jim introduced to the City of Newton.

Jim McGonagle brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and we are pleased to have him
onboard. We wish him well in his career at Holyhood Cemetery Association.
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Cemetery Decoration Guidelines

Decorating the grave of a loved one is part
of personalizing their memorial and remem-
bering them. This can provide necessary
comfort while we grieve and be our way of
remembering loved ones at special times of

the year.

Please know that Christmas and holiday
decorations placed on graves will be re-
moved by cemetery grounds staff after the
Christmas season, beginning January |5th.
Anything you want to keep should be re-
moved by then. We cannot assume liability

How do | arrange a Cremation burial? Call
our office by 10:00 am at least one day prior
to the day you want to schedule. We’'ll take
the required information over the phone:
legal name of the deceased, age, address, date
of death, grave location, relationship to grave
owner, and contact info for the person mak-
ing arrangements. Cremation burials are
made Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm and
on Saturday 8:00 am to 12:00 noon (overtime

charges apply on Saturday).

Do | need to purchase an urn or vault? Yes.
The cemetery requires either a permanent
memorial urn purchased privately or from
the crematorium or a funeral director, or a
cremation liner purchased from the ceme-
tery. The liner we sell is white w/green velvet
lining for $250. The temporary container will
go directly inside and it will be sealed by cem-

etery personnel on the day of burial.

What paperwork is required? We will need
an interment order signed by the grave own-
er or a direct heir, the cremation certificate,
and the payment for the burial fee (check,

cash or credit card).

What to expect the day of burial? At St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, family/friends will meet at
the main entrance gate at 990 LaGrange

for loss or damage due to weather, snow
removal, lawn care or other maintenance
procedures. Likewise, flags placed on graves
to honor Veterans on Memorial Day will be
removed after the July 4th holiday week-

end.
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Street, |5 minutes before the scheduled
time. At Holyhood Cemetery, family/friends
will meet at the entrance gate, located at
584 Heath Street in Brookline. When eve-
ryone anticipated to attend arrives and the
paperwork is completed, you’ll be escorted
to the grave in procession. The grave will
be dressed and a table will be set up to
accommodate the urn (with space for a
vase of flowers and/or picture if desired).
You can take the amount of time you wish
to have a graveside service, and after that
the urn will be placed in the prepared burial

space.

| already have a grave at the cemetery, how
many cremations are allowed in a grave!?
Most graves can accommodate 2 crema-
tions in addition to 2 casket burials. Call us
to inquire and discuss at 617-327-1010.
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“Find a Loved One”

feature is available

for Holyhood and
St. Joseph

Cemeteries at

holyhood.com

FIND A LOVED ONE

Search our records for your loved ones.

If you have questions, please call our
office at 617-327-1010.

FIND A LOVED ONE AT:

ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY

HOLYHOOD CEMETERY
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Outdoor Mass on
Memorial Day is a
longstanding tradition

at St. Joseph &

Holyhood Cemetery.

We invite you to

attend.

We are sometimes asked
about Memorial Day
Flags on Veterans
graves...

City of Boston Veteran
Services organizes this
effort and coordinates
with volunteers to place
flags annually, in time

for Memorial Day.

You must register your
family member or

friend to receive a flag:
boston.gov

Veteran Services
617-635-3026

Alternatively, we have
flags in our office and
you’re welcome to

drop in and take one.

JOHN JOSEPH GANNON @
PFC . US ARMY
WORLD WAR 1
SEP 171891, SEP 61938

Memorial Day Mass 2024

Photos from Memorial Day 2024 at St. Joseph Cemetery

Tom DeMaio, former General Manager Sarah Mitchell, Cantor and Brandon San-
and Rick Stinson, Board Member tini, Musician

St. Joseph Cemetery (above) and Holyhood Cemetery (below) each hold an annual Mass
on the morning of Memorial Day. The Mass honors men and women who died while serv-
ing in the US Armed Forces and recognizes military veterans and active-duty military per-
sonnel serving our country. The weather was perfect and the grounds were lovely. The 10
am Mass at St. Joseph was celebrated by Reverend John Connolly and staff of St. Theresa
of Avila, West Roxbury. Father Jack Ahern of St. Gregory Parish, Dorchester, celebrated
the 9 am Mass at Holyhood Cemetery. We invite you to join us this year on Monday, May
26, same times, at either cemetery.

Memorial Day 2024 at Holyhood Cemetery
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Standard Government Markers

As a Veterans Benefit, the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) provides, upon re-
quest, a government marker to eligible Vet-
erans. Only the Flat Granite marker is per-
mitted at Holyhood and St. Jospeh Ceme-

teries.

To see if your loved one is eligible, the ap-
plication to claim the benefit is on the VA
website va.gov, and on our website holy-
hood.com, or a hard copy can be picked up
or mailed to you from the admin office at
St. Joseph Cemetery, 990 LaGrange Street,
West Roxbury.

Fill out the application and provide a copy

Flat Granite Government Marker

fee. We will submit the application and
accept delivery of the marker. Markers
generally arrive in 4-6 weeks. Cemetery
personnel will then promptly set the mark-
er at the foot of the grave where the vet-
eran is buried. For questions, please call us
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The cemetery is a
place for meditation
and prayer, hallowed
by symbols of our
faith and our
devotion in the

memory of those who

of the Veterans discharge certificate rest in eternal peace.

(DD214 or equivalent) and a $150 setting

at 617-327-1010.

Holyhood Welcomes New Employee

The Holyhood Cemetery Association is pleased to welcome Jonathan Webb to our
grounds staff. Jonathan joined us in September 2024, bringing with him a wealth of experi-

ence in horticulture, landscape operations, and cemetery grounds management.

Before joining Holyhood, Jonathan served as the Director of Horticulture and Landscape
Operations at the historic Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge. Throughout his tenure
there, he held key supervisory and management roles, overseeing all aspects of grounds

maintenance, gardening, horticulture, and arboriculture.

The Board of Directors is confident that Jonathan’s extensive knowledge and dedication
will be a tremendous asset to our organization. We look forward to the contributions he
will make in maintaining and improving our cemetery’s landscapes for years to come.
Please join us in welcoming Jonathan and wishing him a fulfilling and rewarding career with
the Holyhood Cemetery Association.

Holyhood Welcomes Goose Dog

Holyhood Cemetery Association is dedicated to maintain-
ing the grounds of our cemeteries to the highest possible
standard. One of our more challenging aspects of that is
how to handle large numbers of geese that have taken up
residency and have become a nuisance. After extensive
research, it was determined that the most environmental-
ly responsible and effective way to manage the goose pop-
ulation is to hire a highly skilled dog who is professionally
trained in expert goose management. Meet the newest
addition to the Holyhood staff and family—our fully
trained Border Collie, Mike.
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The Association remains financially strong and is committed to providing families and loved
ones with exceptional customer service every day. While the Board plays a vital role in ap-
proving master plans and strategic costs, these efforts would not be possible without the dedi-
cation and cooperation of our hardworking staff.

On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, we extend our sincere gratitude to our church-
es, families, monument dealers, and funeral directors for their continued support, partnership

and understanding throughout the year. We encourage you to visit our website and reach out
with any requests or suggestions for further improving our grounds and operations.

St. Joseph Cemetery Sincerely,
& Holyhood Cemetery

990 LaGrange Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm James McGonagIe
Saturday 8:00 am - 12:00 noon General Manager
Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 12:00 noon

The gates of the cemeteries are open

7 days per week from Dawn to Dusk

990 LaGrange Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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