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A Vision to Become an Accredited Arboretum 

For generations, St. Joseph and Holyhood Cemeteries have offered peaceful landscapes 

where families gather in remembrance and prayer.  As we look to the future, we are taking 

an important step that honors both our sacred mission and our responsibility to the envi-

ronment: we are working toward becoming an accredited arboretum. 

 

An arboretum is a carefully documented and thoughtfully managed collection of trees. 

Pursuing certification reflects a long-term commitment to stewardship — preserving ma-

ture trees, increasing species diversity, and planning responsibly for future growth. 

 

A Sacred Landscape, Carefully Sustained 

Our tree canopy shapes the character of these cemeteries.  Towering oaks, flowering or-

namentals, and evergreens provide shade, seasonal beauty, and quiet comfort to those 

who visit.  Through this initiative, we will catalogue and monitor our trees, expand diversi-

ty where appropriate, and implement best practices to protect the health of the landscape 

for generations to come.  This forward-looking approach ensures that our grounds remain 

resilient against pests, disease, and climate stress while preserving the dignity and tranquili-

ty that define these sacred spaces. 

 

Environmental Leadership in Our Community 

Healthy trees improve air quality, absorb stormwater, reduce heat, and provide habitat for 

birds and pollinators. By strengthening our tree collection, we contribute positively to the 

broader environmental well-being of our properties and the surrounding areas. 

Arboretum accreditation will also create opportunities for education and engagement — 

including guided tree walks, partnerships with local schools, and volunteer participation — 

allowing our cemeteries to serve not only as places of remembrance, but also as living 

green spaces that benefit the entire community. 

 

Rooted in Faith. Growing with Vision. 

Caring for creation is part of our responsibility as stewards of these sacred grounds.  This 

initiative honors those entrusted to our care while ensuring that future generations will 

find beauty, peace, and inspiration beneath the trees that define our landscape. 

 

We look forward to sharing updates as this vision continues to grow. 
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Growing with Purpose 
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As we welcome the spring season, we are pleased to share the seventeenth edition of our cemetery newsletter.  Spring is a time of renewal, re-

flection, and care, and it offers an opportunity to highlight the ongoing work being done to preserve the beauty, dignity, and sacred character of St. 

Joseph and Holyhood Cemeteries. 

 

Over the past year, we have continued to focus on responsible stewardship of our grounds, thoughtful long-term planning, and respectful service 

to the families who entrust us with the care of their loved ones.  From landscape improvements to policy updates that ensure safety and uniformi-

ty, our efforts are guided by a commitment to maintaining these cemeteries as places of peace, remembrance, and prayer. 

 

We are deeply grateful for the support and understanding of our families, parish communities, monument dealers, and funeral directors.  Your co-

operation allows us to carry out our mission with care and consistency.   We look forward to welcoming many of you to our annual Memorial 
Day Masses and to another year of service together. 

 

The annual Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated on Monday, May 25, 2026 — at 9:00 am at Holyhood Cemetery and 10:00 am at St. Joseph 

Cemetery. We warmly invite you to join us as we gather in prayer to honor those who have served our country and to remember all who rest in 

our care.  We look forward to welcoming both longtime attendees and those joining us for the first time.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, 

thank you for your continued trust and support. We look forward to another year of faithful service together. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

George A. McLaughlin, III 

President 

This spring, we continue carefully removing overgrown shrubs in certain areas of 

our Cemeteries as part of our ongoing efforts to preserve the beauty, safety, and 

dignity of the grounds.  In nearly all cases, the shrubs were planted many decades 

ago and are no longer actively maintained.  Over time, these plantings have be-

come overgrown and, in some cases, unhealthy.  Their removal allows us to re-

store the appearance of the lots and maintain the overall character of the ceme-

tery.   

 

To ensure consistency and long-term care of the landscape, all grading, landscap-

ing, and improvements — including the planting, trimming, or removal of trees, 

shrubs, and other plantings — are performed exclusively by cemetery staff.  This 

policy helps us protect the integrity of the grounds and provide respectful, uni-

form care for every grave.   

 

We appreciate your understanding as we continue to maintain these sacred spac-

es with care and attention. 

Letter from the President 
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Denis Cashman Monument Dedication 

The family of Denis Cashman, in partnership with National Graves 

Association, of Dublin, Ireland, and the Fenian Memorial Committee 

of America, dedicated a monument on the lot of the previously un-

marked graves of Denis B. Cashman and his family at Holyhood Cem-

etery. Denis Bambrick Cashman (1843-1897) was a member of the 

Irish Republican Brotherhood (Fenians), political prisoner, diarist, 

poet and journalist. A dedication ceremony was held September 13, 

2025 with the Cashman family gathered at the graves. The lot is on 

Mt. Olivet, next to the Fitzpatrick Chapel, at South Fenwick Avenue 

and Soggarth Avenue. 

Overgrown Shrub Removal Project 
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Perpetual Care and Cemetery Guidelines 

Page 3 

A Gentle Invitation 

Many families keep cremated remains in their homes for months or even years while consider-

ing next steps.  If you are currently in possession of a loved one’s cremated remains, we invite 

you to consider the peace and permanence that come with memorialization in the cemetery.   
 

Whether through burial in a family grave, placement in one of our outdoor garden columbari-

ums, or in a niche within our indoor mausoleum, memorialization provides a sacred and lasting 

place for visitation, prayer, and remembrance.  It ensures that future generations will know 

where their loved ones rest and will have a dedicated space to gather and reflect.  Our staff is 

always available to answer questions and guide you through the options with care and compas-

sion. 
 

Scheduling a Cremation Burial 

To schedule a cremation burial, please call our office by 10:00 am at least one business day prior 

to your desired date.  We will gather the necessary information by phone, including the legal 

name of the deceased, age, address, dates of birth and death, grave location, relationship to the 

grave owner, and contact information for the person making the arrangements. 

 

Cremation burials are held Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm and Saturday from 

8:00 am to 12:00 noon.  The cemetery requires either a permanent memorial urn purchased 

privately or through a funeral director, or a cremation liner available through the cemetery.  The 

temporary container may be placed inside and will be respectfully sealed by cemetery personnel 

on the day of burial. 

 

Required documents include: 

• A signed interment order from the grave owner or direct heir 

• The original cremation certificate 

• Payment of the burial fee (check, cash, or credit card) 

 

On the day of burial, attendees meet at the main entrance gate — 990 LaGrange Street in West 

Roxbury for St. Joseph Cemetery, or 584 Heath Street in Brookline for Holyhood Cemetery — 

approximately 15 minutes prior to the scheduled time.  After paperwork is completed, you will 

be escorted to the grave in procession.  The grave will be prepared and a small table will be pro-

vided for the urn, flowers and/or a photograph.  Families are welcome to take the time they 

need for prayer and remembrance before the urn is placed in the prepared space. 

 

Perpetual care of each grave is included in the purchase price and is provided by the Association. 

This care includes mowing and trimming the grass, raking and maintaining the grounds, and, 

when needed, pruning and caring for shrubs and trees planted by the Association.  Our goal is to 

ensure that every grave is maintained with dignity and respect throughout the seasons. 
 

For many years, the Board of Directors has followed a policy of placing 50% of the purchase 

price of each lot into a dedicated Perpetual Care Fund.  This fund is professionally managed and 

carefully overseen to support the long-term maintenance of our cemeteries.  Income from the 

fund, together with operating revenue, allows us to sustain a high standard of care now and into 

the future — even after all lots have been sold and the cemeteries are fully developed. 
 

To preserve the beauty, safety, and harmony of the grounds for all families, planting by individuals 

— including shrubs, bushes, or trees — as well as the placement of enclosures, fences, or similar 

structures at gravesites, is not permitted.  We understand that personal tributes are meaningful, 

and we make every effort to treat all items with care.  However, the Association cannot be re-

sponsible for items that are lost, stolen, weather-damaged, or otherwise affected by circumstanc-

es beyond our control.  In order to maintain the overall appearance and safety of the cemeter-

ies, the General Manager or his designee may remove items that become unsightly, hazardous, or 

in poor condition. 

Cremation Interment Information 
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St. Joseph Cemetery (above) and Holyhood Cemetery (left) each hold an annual Mass on the 

morning of Memorial Day. These outdoor liturgies honor the men and women who died while 

serving in the United States Armed Forces and recognize all veterans and active-duty military 

personnel who continue to serve our country. 

Last year, the 10:00 am Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery was celebrated by Reverend John Connolly 

and the Staff at St. Theresa of Avila in West Roxbury. Father Jack Ahern of St. Gregory Parish in 

Dorchester celebrated the 9:00 am Mass at Holyhood Cemetery. 

We invite you to join us this year on Monday, May 25, 2026 — at 9:00 am at Holyhood Ceme-

tery and 10:00 am at St. Joseph Cemetery — as we gather in prayer and remembrance. 

Photo left: Jim McGonagle, Father Jack Ahern and Tom DeMaio at Mass in the Field of St. Paul at 

Holyhood Cemetery. 

Memorial Day Mass 2025 
Memorial Day Mass outdoors is a 

cherished tradition at St. Joseph 

and Holyhood Cemeteries.  

We cordially invite you to join us 

in prayer and remembrance. 
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N  E  W  S 

It is with deep respect and gratitude that we remember Tom DeMaio, whose presence and leadership shaped our cemetery com-

munity for more than fifteen years. As General Manager, Tom brought not only professionalism and dedication to his role, but also 

a quiet compassion that touched everyone who had the privilege of working with him. 

Tom understood that our cemetery is more than a place—it is a space of remembrance, reflection, and care. He approached his 

responsibilities with that understanding at the forefront, ensuring that every family who came through our gates was met with dig-

nity, patience, and kindness. His steady guidance helped maintain the beauty and integrity of the grounds, but just as importantly, he 

helped foster a culture of respect and empathy among staff and visitors alike. 

Colleagues remember Tom as a thoughtful leader—someone who listened carefully, offered steady counsel, and led by example. 

He took pride in his work and in the people around him, always willing to lend a hand or share his knowledge. His commitment 

went far beyond day-to-day operations; it was rooted in a genuine belief in the importance of honoring lives and supporting those 

who grieve. 

Tom’s legacy is visible in the care of the grounds, the strength of the team he helped build, and the countless families who were 

comforted by his presence during difficult moments. His years of service leave a lasting imprint on this community that will not be 

forgotten. 

We honor Tom DeMaio with appreciation and remembrance, grateful for the years he devoted to this place and to all of us. 

 

In Loving Memory of  Tom DeMaio 
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Standard Government 

As a Veterans Benefit, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) provides, upon request, a government 

marker to eligible Veterans. Only the Flat Granite 

marker is permitted at Holyhood and St. Jospeh Ceme-

teries.  

The application to claim the benefit is on the U. S. De-

partment of Veteran Affairs website at va.gov and on 

our website holyhood.com, or a hard copy can be 

picked up or mailed to you from the administration 

office at St. Joseph Cemetery. 

Fill out the application and provide a copy of the Veter-

ans discharge certificate (DD214 or equivalent) and a 

$150 setting fee. We will submit the application and 

accept delivery of the marker. Markers generally arrive 

in 4-8 weeks. Our cemetery personnel will then 

promptly set the marker at the foot of the grave where 

the veteran is buried.  

For questions, please call us at 617-327-1010. 

Holyhood Welcomes two New Employees 

Anuedy Rodriquez joined the Holyhood Cemetery Association mainte-

nance staff this past fall. With prior experience in cemetery and tree op-

erations, as well as general contracting, he brings valuable skills to our 

team. Anuedy also demonstrates a strong sense of compassion and care 

in his work with both colleagues and the families we serve. He works 

effectively with our contractors, and his bilingual abilities enhance com-

munication with both our contracted partners and non-native English-

speaking families. We look forward to seeing him grow into an important 

part of the Holyhood family.  

Emily Inman joined the administrative staff in December 2025. New to 

the death care industry, Emily previously worked in behavioral health as a 

teacher, mentor, and office & records manager at the Brandon Residen-

tial & Behavioral Treatment Center in Natick. Emily is looking forward to 

bringing close attention to detail, empathy, and compassion to our fami-

lies. 

Please join us in welcoming Aneudy and Emily and wishing them a fulfilling 

and rewarding career with us at the Holyhood Cemetery Association. 

Goose Dog Year One update 
One year ago, Holyhood Cemetery Association introduced a new and innovative approach to managing 

the growing population of geese that had taken up residence on our grounds — the arrival of our 

Goose Dog, Mike. 

Geese can present ongoing challenges for cemetery maintenance, visitor comfort, and the overall ap-

pearance of the grounds. Traditional deterrents often prove ineffective, so we turned to a humane, en-

vironmentally responsible solution. Mike’s presence encourages geese to relocate naturally, without 

harm, helping to restore balance to the landscape. 

Over the past year, Mike has made a noticeable difference. Goose activity has significantly decreased in 

high-traffic areas, resulting in cleaner walkways, improved lawn conditions, and a more pleasant experi-

ence for visitors. He has quickly become a valued member of our grounds team and a familiar sight to 

many who visit regularly. 

In addition to his important work, Mike is very friendly and socializes well with adults, children, and oth-

er dogs. If you happen to see him during your visit, feel free to say hello. 

We are pleased with the success of this program and look forward to continuing this effective and com-

passionate approach to grounds management in the seasons ahead. 
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St. Joseph Cemetery and 

Holyhood Cemetery 

 The gates of the cemeteries 

are open 7 days per week 

from Dawn to Dusk 

990 LaGrange Street 

West Roxbury, MA 02132 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Saturday 8:00 am-12:00 noon 

Holyhood Cemetery Association 

990 LaGrange Street 

West Roxbury, MA  02132 

The Association remains financially sound and focused on strengthening our long-term sustaina-

bility.  We continue to prioritize thoughtful planning, responsible stewardship, and enhancements 

that ensure our grounds are maintained with the dignity and care our families expect. 

While the Board plays an essential role in guiding strategic initiatives and approving major pro-

jects, our continued success would not be possible without the dedication, professionalism, and 

daily efforts of our exceptional staff. 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and our entire team, we extend our sincere appreciation 

to our churches, families, monument dealers, and funeral directors for their continued trust, 

partnership, and support.  We value these relationships deeply and remain committed to serving 

our community with compassion and excellence. 
 

We encourage you to visit our properties and stop into our office. We welcome your sugges-

tions as we look for ways to further improve our grounds, services, and operations. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James McGonagle 

General Manager 

 


